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•	 Use each math conundrum as a short warm-up to stimulate math 
reasoning and build excitement about what math can do, OR as 
the basis for a longer math lesson focused on the related skills.

•	 Use all conundrums randomly, or choose a conundrum that 
specifically fits a skill or standard.

•	 Use the book to complement any existing math program. 

•	 Let students work alone or in pairs on the conundrums,  
OR use them with the whole group.

•	 Garfield’s math conundrums can be used as take-home challenge 
problems. Give the student a few days to ponder the conundrum 
and bring a solution to share and compare. 

•	H elp students identify the strategy used for each conundrum. 
Notice that different strategies may be applied to the same 
problem. Compare problem-solving approaches. Ask students  
to explain how they arrived at their solutions. 

•	H elp students connect the concepts and processes to their real 
lives. Ask them to think of places and times they have used or 
might use the same problem-solving strategy.

•	 Connect students to more Garfield cartoons so that they can 
create their own math conundrums inspired by his antics.

Notes:
•	 The skills covered are applicable to a general math course,  

a pre-algebra course, or an algebra course. 

•	 On page 93, find a list of the math skills and thinking skills 
covered by the math conundrums. This will help to identify  
the conundrums that strengthen a specific skill or standard  
you are teaching.
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What do you get when you mix the

      antics of a cynical (but lovable) 
cat with dozens of clever (but 

challenging) math problems? You get 
unique ventures that put your math 
skills to good use—plus a whole lot of 
adventuresome, mind-stretching fun!

Garfield
is an unusual (and creative) cat 

who gets into all sorts of dilemmas. 
To handle them, he uses a host of 

problem-solving strategies. He 
 surprises readers and fans with his 

 quick and flexible use of many 
reasoning skills, as well as his wit and 
wisdom. He applies endless ingenuity 

to new or repeated challenges. Garfield 
has an uncanny ability to arrive at the 

most unconventional (but sensible) 
solutions to everyday problems.

Math conundrums
are questions or situations that 
surprise, puzzle, stretch, and delight 
you. To solve these tricky math 
problems, you must use your sharpest 
reasoning skills mixed with all the 
problem-solving strategies you have 
learned. Like Garfield, you need to 
think outside ordinary boundaries, 
keep trying different approaches, and 
be willing to take leaps into new 
territory—until you solve even the 
most perplexing problems.

Because Garfield is a natural-born problem solver, it’s a great idea to mix his 
antics with math. The result of this combination is a collection of 88 delightful, 
brain-busting MATH CONUNDRUMS that flow from the adventures of Garfield.
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